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E-NEWSLETTER
SGPS Office: Hours of Operation
The SGPS Office is open Monday through Friday

9:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. (closed noon until 1 for lunch)
We are located in room 021 of the John Deutsch University Centre (JDUC)

DELAY ONLINE/ARCHIVAL THESIS PUBLICATION
I am pleased to inform our members the Graduate Studies Executive Council (GSEC) passed 
a recommended set of revisions to the delay option for online and archival publication of 
theses administered by the School of Graduate Studies (SGS). As of July of 2007, the SGS 
required students to submit successful dissertations through E-Thesis, which entails uploading 
theses onto Queen’s University digital repository (QSpace). As with all materials on QSpace, 
theses are immediately and permanently accessible on the Internet worldwide.
The main recommended revision lengthens the delay option from two years to five for students 
not wishing to see their dissertations published in QSpace, Proquest, and library archives 
immediately following defence. This change in policy is intended to help protect those students 
awaiting patents on material and original ideas in their theses and students who may need to 
assure potential publishers their theses are not yet available to other researchers.
Those wishing to restrict theses may do so “at the time of submission to QSpace” and “may 
release their thesis from restriction earlier than 5 years by informing the School of Graduate 
Studies that the restriction may be lifted” (visit http://queensu.ca/calendars/sgsr/
Thesis.html soon for these revisions).

PRINCIPAL'S ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE 
REVIEW OF THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN
An SGPS members is needed to sit on the Principal's Advisory Committee for the Review of 
the University Librarian. If you are interested, please contact SGPS President, Jawad 
(president@sgps.ca).

UFILE.CA - FILING YOUR TAXES FOR FREE
You can use the services at UFile.ca for free to complete your tax return (including sending 
it to the government). For instructions and your code for free use of UFile.ca, please see:

http://ufile.ca/home/cfs.asp
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QGSA SOCIAL MEETING
QGSA (Queer Grad Students and Allies) Social Meeting April 22nd, 5pm @ The Grad Club 
(2nd floor or patio depending on the weather)
The QGSA is a new group that promotes equity, education, awareness, community outreach 
and social events for LGBTTIQQ2SA (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transsexual, Transgendered, 
Intersexual, Queer, Questioning, 2-Spirited and Allies) grad students.
If you are interested in more details, please email qgsa.club@gmail.com or look for us on
facebook at:

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/group.php?v=info&ref=ts&gid=360796422458

SGPS SPRING FLING: SEMI-FORMAL
Join us at the SGPS Spring Fling Semi-Formal Dinner on Friday April 16th, 2010!
Arrive at the beautiful Portsmouth Olympic Harbour between 6 and 6:30 pm for mingling, 
appetizers (spring rolls, spanakopita, and shrimp) and a complimentary beverage from the bar. 
Dinner will be served between 7 and 7:30 pm, with your choice of Chicken Kiev, Prime Rib, or 
Stuffed Peppers as your main course. Wine will also be served. A decadent and seasonal apple 
blossom crumble a la mode will follow along with coffee or tea. Raffle tickets will be available 
for purchase at the door, for prizes such as a 12 MP digital camera and a VIA Rail 6-pack. After 
the dinner, we will provide transportation downtown to the Grizzly Grill for dancing!
Ticket price is $25.00 and includes: 1 beverage from the bar, 1 glass of red or white wine at 
dinner, Appetizers, Dinner, Dessert and Transportation to the Grizzly Grill following the dinner.
Purchase your ticket online at: http://www.sgps.ca/events/social.html
If you have any questions or comments, please email planning@sgps.ca. 

FIRST MEETING OF TA AND TF UNION
Message from TAFA: The first General Meeting of the Teaching Assistants and Teaching Fellows 
union will be held on April 19th (as previously advertised) at 5:30 pm in Chernoff 117.

SPOKEN WORD WORKSHOP
A second SPOKEN WORD workshop will be taking place on APRIL 19th in a TBA location in the J-
duc. Back by popular demand, this workshop is a way to fuse rhythm, poetry and your concerns 
into a dynamic piece of performative poetry in your words. The workshop includes a discussion on 
gender and social experiences in academia, techniques and tips for potent writing as well as the 
opportunity to perform you piece at the Mayworks festival in early May. This workshop is open to 
female identified individuals. The Spoken word workshop is free of charge and refreshments will 
be provided. Please confirm your interest with Lara at equityco@sgps.ca asap.
Looking forward to your words. PS!!! If you are not female identified but are interested in 
Spoken Word, please contact equityco@sgps.ca and another session will be organized.
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INFORMATION ON BILL 94 IN QUEBEC
Quebec Premier Jean Charest has proposed legislation, which, if approved by the National 
Assembly of Quebec, would deny essential government services, public employment, 
educational opportunities, and health care to people who wear facial coverings. Bill 94 
specifically targets Muslim women who wear the niqab (face veil). The bill is an exaggerated 
response to a manufactured crisis that will allow the government to deny women services to 
which they are entitled.
We, a group of Queen’s graduate students and faculty members in Kingston, believe a truly 
democratic society is one in which all individuals have the freedom of religious expression 
and a right to access public services. In order to bring attention to this issue, we will be 
holding a panel discussion consisting of Queen’s graduate students, faculty members, and 
Kingston community members on how the Bill is problematic from the viewpoint of not only 
religious accommodation, women’s rights, but also from a legal perspective.
The discussion will be held on April 27 from 6.30pm to 9.00pm in the Delahaye Room in 
the Kingston Public Library. This discussion will be open and free for everyone to attend.

QUEENÕS SPRING REUNION AND MINIU 
Details: 
Website to sign up to volunteer: 

http://www.queensu.ca/alumni/programs/events/springreunions/
StudentVolunteerOpportunities.html

Event Date: May 28 – 30, 2010

Description: Join Queen's Alumni and Friends May 28 - 30 at Spring Reunion and MiniU to 
celebrate the occasion of their reunion and experience the educational excellence at 
Queen’s. This is a great chance to network with Queen’s alumni and gain valuable volunteer 
experience; we hope you can join us!

GRAD CLUB: UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday April 16th Daniel (attack in black) Fred (Shotgun and Jaybird) and Julie Doiron (Eric's 
Trip) doors 9pm
Satruday April 17th Jason Collett with Zeus  doors 9pm
Friday April 23rd Dan Mangan  doors 9pm
Concert tickets avail at The Grad Club/Destinations or online http:www.ticketscene.ca

EVERY TUESDAY 5-8PM 1/ 2 PRICE NACHOS FOR MEMBERS ONLY
EVERY WEDNESDAY OPEN MIC 9PM
EVERY THURSDAY SGPS PRESENTS: TRIVIA 9PM
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SERVING UP SOME SOUL FOR LOVING SPOONFUL
Saturday April 24th, 10pm
Time To Laugh Comedy Club (394 Princess St)
$8 before 11pm, $10 after.
This month DJ E, La Gringa, Redfoot will be joined by DJ Omid, debuting with the 
Shakedown. Other friends still to be announced!  There’s lots to celebrate so come on out!
Soul Shakedown parties aim to bring the best in rare dance grooves from funk, soul to 
Latin, Brazilian, Pan-African, Arabic, Asian Dub, Bhangra Hip Hop and more. The party also 
raises funds for organizations doing social justice work and groups that challenge the status 
quo of neoliberal capitalism and colonization. We strive to construct a safe space where 
diverse peoples can shake it out with freedom and flair.
Loving Spoonful works to combat hunger by reclaiming surplus food for distribution to meal 
programs and through working with partners to develop and promote sustainable solutions 
to local food insecurity such as community gardens, school gardens, and farmers markets.
www.soulshakedownkingston.wordpress.com
www.lovingspoonful.org

LOVING SPOONFUL SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 
Loving Spoonful seeking volunteers for Grow a Row campaign
Are you interested in gardening? Would you like to learn some skills while growing healthy 
food for your community?  Our goal in 2010 is to grow 4000 lbs of food in Kingston for 
distribution to the foodbank, meal programs and other local agencies. Help us reach that 
goal ! Contact Lov ing Spoonfu l at growarow@lovingspoonfu l .org or v is i t 
www.lovingspoonful.org for more information. 

LOVING SPOONFUL SEEKS 2 STUDENTS
Loving Spoonful seeks 2 students for Work Study positions in spring/summer term. If you 
qualify for work study (visit: http://www.queensu.ca/registrar/awards/student/student-
workprogram.html) and are interested in food security, sustainability and gardening please 
apply! Resume and cover letters are due to hiring@lovingspoonful.org on Friday April 30th, 
4pm. Visit www.lovingspoonful.org or email sayyida@lovingspoonful.org for more 
information. There are 2 positions which will each be roughly 90 hours over the summer at 
$11/hr.
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Be Inspired 
at the Ban Righ Foundation's 

 

Annual Spring 

Celebratio n 

of mature women students.  
at QueenÕs University  

 

Bring fr iend s. Bring family.  

Tuesday May 4, 2010 7- 9 p.m.  

at Grant Hall  
 

RSVP to kk9@queensu.ca or 533- 2976 by Apri l  20 , 2010 

 

Music, Refreshments, no charge. 
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     In memory of Polish tragedy 
KATYN: THE FOREST OF DEATH 
 

                   Memorial Service  
Thursday, April 15th, 2010, 6:30 p.m.  
                    Queen’s University 
        Biosciences Complex, Auditorium 1101 
 
A Book of Condolences in memory of the Polish President Lech Kaczynski will be displayed.

Screening of “KATYN”, Oscar nominated movie by Andrzej Wajda. 
 

 
 

1940-2010 
NEVER FORGOTTEN  



Aszure Barton & Artists
1/2 price student rush tickets in advance - any seat in the house!

On April 20 at 8pm, Aszure Barton & Artists will perform two works choreographed by 
one of the world's most talented young choreographers, Aszure Barton. Busk is a piece 
that questions the source of self worth and Blue Soup is a celebration of the power and 
connection of sound and movement. Both have received rave reviews at recent 
performances in Albany and Vancouver. Tresca Weinstein of the Times Union says, 
"Individually and together, "Busk" and "Blue Soup" reveal the breadth of Barton's 
palette; she paints with a multitude of tones, emotions and vocabulary. To put it another 
way: the girl's got game." 

Visit http://www.facebook.com/kingstongrandtheatre?v=app_2344061033&ref=ts#!/
event.php?eid=145411183317&index=1 for access to great tour reviews and video 
links.

On April 19th at 5:30pm members of Aszure and Artists will present a master class on 
the stage of the Grand Theatre. The class will be open to dance students at any level 
and will last approximately an hour and a half. The cost is only $5 or FREE with a ticket 
to the April 20th performance. This is an amazing opportunity that dancers in Kingston 
do not want to miss! 

Since its founding in 2002, Aszure & Artists has developed its activities as an 
international contemporary dance project with its current home base in New York City. 
Aszure Barton and her intimate ensemble continue to develop critically acclaimed 
productions around the globe. Aszure Barton was born and raised in Alberta and 
received her formal training at the National Ballet School, and also trained at John 
Cranko Schule in Stuttgart, Germany. !As well as perpetually producing new work for 
her own project, Barton has choreographed for many prestigious individuals and 
companies worldwide including Mikhail Baryshnikov, Fang-Yi Sheu, The National Ballet 
of Canada, American Ballet Theatre, Sydney Dance Company, Martha Graham Dance 
Company, and many more. 

"Aszure Barton makes dance like no one else, each piece a wild ride of enthusiastic 
movement and eclectic ideas." Kaija Pepper, the Globe and Mail 

1/2 price student rush tickets are only available in person at the Grand Theatre Box 
Office, 218 Princess St. The Grand Theatre Box Office hours are Monday through 
Saturday 12:00 p.m. to 6 p.m. on non-show days; 12:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on 
performance days and two hours prior to a performance on Sundays and holidays.

For more information please contact 613-530-2050.
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Dear Graduate TAs and TFs:

On March 23rd a significant majority of graduate teaching assistant and teaching fellow 
voters (454 vs. 351) voted yes to forming a union to make graduate student employees 
a partner in the workplace. We join our peers in Ontario at the University of Toronto, 
McMaster, the University of Western Ontario, Guelph, Trent, Carleton, and Ottawa, 
among others, as unionized graduate student employees. Our next steps include 
certifying as a directly chartered local of the Public Service Alliance of Canada and 
electing a collective bargaining committee. As a democratic and autonomous unit, 
graduate teaching assistant and teaching fellow members will have the opportunity to 
elect representatives of the collective bargaining committee. As part of the process 
leading to the negotiation of a collective agreement, all members may participate in 
determining priorities for collective bargaining. Some of the gains made by other 
unionized graduate student employees include:

• fair and equitable wages
• provisions for paid leave
• freedom from harassment, discrimination and other forms of bias
• no discipline without just cause
• control over professional training and funding for
conferences/professional development
• control over TA and TF evaluations
• intellectual property rights protection
• clarity on job duties, hours and expectations
• job security against potential budget cuts
• supplemental health and dental benefits
• a subsidy to offset the cost of UHIP
• pay for all hours worked – no more ʻfreeʼ overtime
• a grievance procedure, with guaranteed union representation
• increased transparency in the allotment of TA and TF vacancies
• paid maternity and parental leaves, and subsidized child care

While we cannot guarantee the outcome of negotiations with the administration, we 
anticipate being able to eventually gain what has been won by colleagues at 
universities in Ontario. Some of these bargaining points will be easier to achieve than 
others and we welcome your input to  set our priorities. As with other aspects of building 
a representative local, members will have the opportunity to vote on whether to  accept 
the outcome of collective bargaining (i.e. the Collective Agreement). Elections for a 
Union Executive will occur in the fall of 2010 to ensure the inclusion of all members of 
the local. To begin this process, we will be holding a general membership meeting on 
April 19th in Chernoff Hall 117, with registration commencing at 5:30pm. This will be an 
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opportunity to meet with the PSAC negotiator, Gaby Levesque, who will be joining 
graduate student members on the bargaining committee.

The TAFA Team

Teaching Assistant and Teaching Fellow General Membership Meeting Agenda

Time: 5:30pm registration
Location: Chernoff Hall 117

1. Certifying as a directly chartered local of the PSAC
2. Introducing Gaby Levesque, PSAC Negotiator
3. Where do we go from here? Next steps
4. Collective bargaining priorities

Reports on:
5. Collective agreements at other Canadian Universities
6. Collective bargaining priorities Ð Discussion with Gaby Levesque
7. Call for nominations for the Collective Bargaining Committee
8. Speeches by nominees
9. Election of the Collective Bargaining Committee

*Please note: Individuals who were eligible to vote on March 23rd, as per Queens's 
University's list of current graduate teaching assistants and graduate teaching fellows, 
will be eligible to participate in the general membership meeting.
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