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E-NEWSLETTER
SGPS Student Advisors

The SGPS Student Advisors offer free and confidential advice on any issue you may face 
while studying at Queen’s. You can visit them during their office hours, Monday from 2:30 
to 5:30 at their office (room 203 in the JDUC). You can also send them an e-mail to 
arrange for a meeting studentadvisors@sgps.ca (checked weekdays only).

SGPS ELECTIONS HAVE BEEN CALLED
SGPS Council approved the calling of the 2009 General SGPS Election and Referendum. The 
positions up for election are President, VP Internal (Professional), VP Internal (Graduate), 
VP External, VP Operations and Graduate Student Senator. Nomination packages will be 
available at the SGPS Office (room 021 JDUC) starting Monday January 19th. Nomination 
packages are due Wed. February 11th, 2009 by 4:30 p.m. The election and referendum will 
take place February 25th and 26th, 2009. For more details, please visit our website.

http://www.sgps.ca/jobs/election.html

SGPS LOOKING TO HIRE EQUITY COMMISSIONER
The Equity Commissioner is paid at a rate of $212.91 per month. For complete details, 
please visit our website. Applications are due by January 30th, 2009 at 4:30 p.m.

http://www.sgps.ca/jobs/jobs.html

INTERNATIONAL COFFEE HOUSE
A multilingual event of sharing, discussing, and performing artistic representations of issues 
relating to social-justice, anti-oppression, and international and cross cultural 
understanding. Graduate and undergraduate students are encouraged to attend AND share!

Thursday, February 5th 4-6 pm at the Queen’s University International Centre (in JDUC)

CHINESE NEW YEAR DINNER
The “Society of Asians in Law” invites you to join us to celebrate the Year of the Ox

Where:  Panda Garden Restaurant, 1036 Princess Street 
When:  Monday January 26th at 7:00 pm
Please R.S.V.P. to 6nlj@queensu.ca by Tuesday January 20th

We hope to see you there!
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UNIVERSITY BUDGET ISSUES WEBSITE
Queen’s University has designed a Web page dedicated to keeping the university community 
up to date on budget issues and developments.  The Web page includes a January financial 
update, report summaries from Task Forces working to mitigate financial challenges, and 
links to numerous budget-related reports and documents.   The page also solicits 
suggestions for ways that Queen’s can save money or increase revenue. 

The Web page is located at  http://www.queensu.ca/principal/financialupdate.html on the 
Principal’s Web site and will continue to be updated on a regular basis.

SUBMIT TO OUTWRITE! - A QUEER REVIEW!
We want your queer-positive poetry, prose, artwork and photography! Email your work to 
submit2outwrite@gmail.com. If you know of anyone in the Queens/Kingston community 
who would be interested in submitting please encourage them to do so. Any questions, 
comments or concerns can be directed to Meg Southee (8fms1@queensu.ca). OutWrite! will 
be launched during Queen's Pride Week in March.

Deadline for submissions is January 28, 2009! So get your pen in action and submit 
something today!

CFRC 101.9 SEEKS OPERATIONS OFFICER! 
CFRC is your campus and community radio station, serving Kingston and the area since 
1922. 

This is a full time, permanent position. Are you interested or do you know someone who 
might be? Resumes and cover letters may be submitted anytime before Thursday February 
12th to the Alma Mater Society at Queen's, located in the JDUC on campus. 

The position begins late March/early April. For a detailed job description and instructions for 
how to apply, please visit www.cfrc.ca.

Please contact Sayyida at cfrcops@ams.queens.ca or 613 533-6000 x74860 with any 
questions about this position or the hiring process.

FAMILY DOCTOR ACCEPTING MEMBERS
I would like to offer any of your graduate students the opportunity to join my family 
practice. My office is located at the corner of Clergy St and Johnson St, about a 12 minute 
walk from Queen's. Should anyone be interested, they can call the office at 613-542-7858 
and indicate that they are a Queen's postgraduate student. Please note that I can only 
accept students that do not have a local family doctor in Kingston or the vicinity.

Raffy Moussa, MD, CCFP: Clergy Family Physicians

This post is for your information. The SGPS does not endorse any doctors or dentists.
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SGPS COMMITTEES
IF YOU DO ONE THING THIS YEARÉÉÉ
Consider sitting on a University Senate Committee to have Your Say in the governance of 
Queen’s and have direct impact on the way our University functions.

Queen’s University Senate Committees are looking for graduate student representatives to 
sit on the following committees:

Academic Development
Academic Procedures
Alumni Teaching Award
Budget Review
Creative Arts and Public Lectures
Information Technology
International Centre
JDUC Council
Library
Nominating
Non-Academic Discipline
Operations Review
For most of the committees, the term of service will start in September 2009 with a few 
exceptions. For details on the mandate of the committees and their term of service please 
visit the Senate Committees webpage: http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/senate/vacancy

An on-line application form is at the bottom of the webpage, just click on “students”.  For 
general inquiry, please contact Vice President Internal (Graduate), Joellen, at vpig@sgps.ca 
or SGPS Committee Coordinator, Igor, at committee@sgps.ca.

Application deadline is Friday February 13th, 2009.

RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS NEEDED!
Women who experience pain during sexual intercourse are needed for participation in 
research studies in the Sexual Health Research Lab, Department of Psychology. These 
studies each require two appointments. The first appointment occurs at the Kingston 
General Hospital for a gynecological examination. The second appointment will take place at 
the Sexual Health Research Lab at Queen's University. Compensation is provided.

If interested, please contact the Sexual Health Research Laboratory by phone (613) 
533-3276, or email, SHRL@queensu.ca. All calls and email contact are treated with the 
strictest confidentiality. 

Sexual Health Research Lab 
Queen's University
Kingston, Ontario, Canada
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QUEEN'S PEER CONNECTIONS
FOR INTERNATIONAL AND SELF-IDENTIFIED RACIALIZED STUDENTS FOSTERING DIVERSITY AT QUEENÕS

FIRST GENERAL MEETING: 6:30pm Sunday, January 18th 2008 JDUC, John Orr Room 
Refreshments will be provided!

COME JOIN US AND FIND OUT ABOUT OUR:

-Cross-Cultural Mentorship Program

-Social Events

-Cultural Peer Advisor Program

-Cross-Cultural Discussion Groups

Contact us: qpc@queensu.ca       http://www.qcred.org/Welcome.html

Sponsored by: QCRED, Queen’s HCDS, and Office of the VP Academic.

2 NEW GRADUATE AWARDS
The Catherine J. de W. Lane Award
Established in November 2008 by Catherine J. de W. Lane, B.A. (Hons.) 1967, and awarded 
on the basis of academic achievement to incoming graduate students in any program of 
study at Queen’s University with preference given to persons of aboriginal ancestry from the 
Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta or British Columbia. Applications are to be 
made to the School of Graduate Studies and Research. Value: variable

The Fondation J. Armand Bombardier Humanitarian Engineering Fellowship
Established in November 2008 by Fondation J. Armand Bombardier and awarded to a 
funding eligible graduate student in the Department of Civil Engineering at Queen’s 
University. Awarded to a student pursuing humanitarian efforts in engineering. Awarded on 
the basis of above average academic achievement and exceptional interest in helping 
disadvantaged communities around the world. The purpose of this fellowship is to place 
students with partner organizations all over the world to help establish or develop 
sustainability projects. Selection will be made by the Graduate Studies Committee in the 
Department of Civil Engineering. Application to be made to the graduate coordinator 
in the Department of Civil Engineering by March 1. Value: variable (Target value: 
$6,700).
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FREE GAZA: A TEACH-IN
Saturday, January 17, 2009: Dunning 14, Queen's University
Everyone Welcome!

10:00 Welcome, Coffee and Refreshments

10:30-11:30 Israel and the Imperatives of War (on Gaza)
Dr. Elia Zureik

11:30-12:30 Collective Punishment in the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict
Dr. Ariel Salzmann

12:30-1 LUNCH BREAK

1–1:45 South African and Israeli Apartheid: A Historical Comparison
Toby Moorsom

1:45–2:30 Sanctions, Boycott, and Divestment Campaign (BDS)
Dr. Margaret Pappano

2:30 – 2:45 BREAK

2:45 – 3:45 Indigenous Struggles From Turtle Island to Palestine
Adam Gaudry and Carla Taunton

3:45 – 4:45 Standing in Solidarity with Palestine: What it means and Next Steps
Ethan Holtzer and Breanne Oryshak

Organized by Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights and by Kingston Coalition for 
Gaza
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Winter 2009 Teaching and Learning Development  

SESSION    DESCRIPTION    DATE  
 
SESSION 1 

        

Effective Teaching with 
Technology 
Richard Ascough, Religious 
Studies  

  

  Using technology in support of student learning has become de rigueur in the current 

climate of higher education, although many pockets of resistance continue to push for 

a tech-free classroom. And no wonder, since many of us have been exposed to flashy 

PowerPoint presentations that lack content or suffered through PowerPoint slides so 

dense in content that the presenter is simply reading the screen. In this workshop we 

will explore the range of technology available for teaching and learning and discuss 

together some principles for effective use of technology in teaching. 

  

  Wednesday, 

January 14, 

2009 

4:00 !  5:30pm 
 
B176 

Mackintosh 

Corry, 

Seminar Room  

 

SESSION 2  
        

Assessment: Grading and 
Giving Feedback to Students 
Andy Leger, Centre for 
Teaching and Learning  

  Important considerations in assessing and grading student work addressed in this 

workshop include: the match between course learning objectives and assignments; the 

clarity of grading criteria; the clarity of your expectations for students; approaches to 

giving feedback on students' work. Find out how to assess student work in ways that 

foster learning and how to mark assignments both effectively and efficiently. 

  

  Wednesday, 

January 21, 

2009 

4:00 - 5:30pm 

 

B176 

Mackintosh 

Corry, Seminar 

Room  

 
SESSION 3  

        

Hands-On, Heads-In: 
Interactive Learning 
Lynda Colgan, Faculty of 
Education 

 

  Research suggests that students learn most effectively in active learning 

environments. Encouraging student interaction using a 3-part lesson structure can help 

create opportunities for active student learning and open the doors to higher order 

thinking situations. In this session we will explore the principles of active learning 

and the 3-part lesson structure.  We will also discuss the barriers to and perceived 

"#$%$&'(&)*+,-$-on, heads-#,.&/0+1*#,2&30/*'-$4&5'6&+re invited to consider the ways 

in which increased activity and interactions could be developed for the opportunities 

to learn that you design for your students in different settings.  )7+,-$ -on, heads-

#,.4440,2+20&8'6"&$/6-0,/$&and enjoy your teaching. 

 

  Wednesday, 

January 28, 

2009 

4:00 !  5:30pm  

B176 

Mackintosh 

Corry, 

Seminar Room  

 
SESSION 4  

        

Creating an Accessible 
Learning Environment 
Jeanette Parsons, Equity 
O ffice; and Michele 
Chittenden, Stauffer Library 

  This session will provide teaching assistants with a general overview of disability 

issues in the classroom.  Participants will engage in a series of experiential exercises 

designed to introduce them to barriers and challenges that some students with 

disabilities encounter. Participants will learn about policies and legal obligations 

aimed at ensuring students with disabilities are fully included in the life of the 

University, particularly in the classroom and in their course work.  Information will 

also be provided about the role that teaching assistants play in accommodating 

students with disabilities at Queen's as well as tips, strategies and resources.  

  Wednesday, 

February 4, 

2009 

4:00 - 5:30pm 

B176 

Mackintosh 

Corry, 

Seminar Room  
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SESSION 5  

        

So You Want to be a 
Successful TA  
Bill Newstead, Department of 
Chemistry  

  Why are some TAs so good at working with undergraduate students, while others are 
not? This workshop will concentrate on techniques which if used properly will 
significantly improve TA performance. Things which will be discussed are:  

1. Techniques used to establish a positive classroom tone 
2. Outlining reasonable expectations for students behaviour and performance 

and to respond if these expectations are not met  
3. TA/student relationships ! what is acceptable and what is not  
4. How you make the best use of your classroom facilities  
5. Successful methodologies for presenting tutorial content  
6. How to use changes in tone to alter classroom mood  
7. Dealing with the unexpected  
8. Determining if evaluation is fair and appropriate  

This workshop is not going to emphasize the theoretical but instead will emphasize 
the practical. I will explain to you many of lessons I have learned over 38 years of 
teaching at the elementary, secondary and university level. This workshop will be on 
"#$%&'(")%*'+%,-.")/%-0%"$*1#2'3%)(11$))0(..45 

  

  Wednesday, 
February 11, 
2009 
4:00 - 5:30pm  
 
B176 
Mackintosh 
Corry, 
Seminar Room 

 
SESSION 6  

        

Feeling Fraudulent 
Christine Overall, Department 
of Philosophy and Department 
of Women's Studies 

  Even while we continue to amass academic accomplishments, many of us at all levels 
of the academic hierarchy deal with feelings of fraudulence.  If you think your success 
is a matter of luck or accident, if you work especially hard to hide your supposed 
incompetence, if you fear that at any time you may be "found out," and if you worry, 
with each task, that you will fail badly, then you probably have feelings of 
fraudulence.  This workshop will explore some possible sources of these feelings, 
some ways of understanding them, and some paths to making peace with them.  

 

  Wednesday, 
February 25, 
2009 
4:00 - 5:300pm 

B176 
Mackintosh 
Corry, 
Seminar Room  

 
SESSION 7 

        

Fielding Questions  
Rob Harrap Department of 
Geological Sciences and 
Geological Engineering; and 
David Noonan, Golder 
Associates 

  Many TAs are called up on to answer questions before a group. Whether in a lab or 
tutorial situation, fielding questions is a skill that can be improved! We will use 
exercises to encourage you to think about your own questioning style, examine 
methods for dealing with questions in ways that engage the entire classroom, and will 
consider how to deal with disruptive questions in a constructive manner. 

 

  Wednesday, 
March 11, 2009 
4:00 - 5:30pm 

B176 
Mackintosh 
Corry, 
Seminar Room  

 
SESSION 8  

        

Equity Issues in the Queen's 
Classroom  
Stephanie Simpson, Human 
Rights Office 

  In this session you will learn principles of equity and diversity in higher education, 
and find out how to teach more inclusively across the disciplines. 

Note: This session is mandatory if you are interested in earning a certificate from the 
Program in University Teaching and Learning (PUTL) Certificate Program. 

  Wednesday, 
March 25, 2009 
4:00 - 5:30pm 

B176 
Mackintosh 
Corry, 
Seminar Room  
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